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ONE VOTE, ONE VALUE 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [4.20 pm]:  I wish to speak on a subject very close to my heart, but I will 
speak quite briefly.  I note with some amusement that the motion moved by the Government yesterday states that 
this House notes the Gallop Labor Government’s commitment to the goldfields-Esperance region and reaffirms 
its pledge to regional Western Australia to support strong and vibrant communities.  When that is related back to 
Hon Norman Moore’s motion today, I cannot help but be reminded that the local authority for this area, the City 
of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, felt that one vote, one value, as it is called, would be so disastrous for its region that it 
promised to fight the court case, and put $30 000 into the fund.  That is how important it felt it was to defeat the 
legislation.  It staggers me that the Government has such a short memory that it would move a motion that refers 
to its commitment to the goldfields-Esperance region.  We know what the commitment is.  It is one vote, one 
value, which would halve that region’s representation.  The amount of state and federal finances that are 
generated in this region has been well documented in this Parliament in the past couple of days.  However, it gets 
worse.  The Labor Party then rubs salt into the wound, because the Attorney General will use money that is 
generated to a great extent in this region to fund a court case to take away the region’s political representation.  I 
do not believe that the voting public in this area will be so stupid - so silly - and have such a short memory that it 
will not support the current member for Kalgoorlie at the next state election.   
 


